
GCSEs

For students beginning GCSE 
courses in September 2025.



Studying GCSEs at Queen Margaret’s 
allows girls to carve their own path. 
Our girls are encouraged to develop 
their interests and express their 
individuality through a breadth of 
academic subjects, enrichment 
activities and leadership 
opportunities. 

Our close-knit community means girls 
are supported both in and out of the 
classroom, so they have confidence for 
the future and flourish.



A girls-only education removes certain pressures from the classroom and replaces them instead with 
opportunities for growth. Queen Margaret’s outstanding GCSE results stem from our ability to deliver 
a motivating, girl-focused education and teaching which is of the highest quality. Small class sizes enable 
more interaction and girls receive high levels of encouragement and support from their teachers. 

Our structure allows girls, both day students and boarders, to study and live as one community.  The 
support provided to girls during their GCSE studies focuses on both academic and personal growth. 
Girls benefit from consistency in these formative years; our Personal Tutoring scheme and the structure 
within our GCSE boarding house enable all pupils on the GCSE pathway to flourish with the support of 
academic and pastoral staff.

GCSEs at QM

Key Dates
November 2024
Year III GCSE Options Assembly
Year III Parents’ Conference

December 2024
Provisional GCSE Subject Choices

February 2025
Final GCSE Subject Choices

June 2025 
Year III End of Year Examinations

September 2025
GCSE Courses Begin.



During the Spring Term of Year III, girls will be asked to make decisions about the subjects they wish to study in Years 
IV and V. Once they have chosen their GCSE options, a personalised timetable is created for each girl. We 
encourage all girls to study a broad and balanced range of subjects at this stage of their education in order to keep 
options open for the Sixth Form and beyond. Some subjects, known as core subjects, are compulsory. These are:

The majority of girls choose four additional subjects from the following list. Although not compulsory, we advise that 
this includes at least one language. 

Further Mathematics is also available in Year V for our more able mathematicians. All girls will benefit from Sport and 
PSHE which form an important part of the curriculum during the GCSE years. 

QM’s outstanding and dedicated staff support our girls in making their choices. When deciding which subjects to 
choose from the options list, girls need to think about; their ability and aptitude for each subject, their interests, the 
content of each course, their other commitments, and their future plans. It is the quality of results and not the quantity 
of examinations taken that really matters. More detailed information on each subject can be found later in this booklet.

Personal Tutoring Scheme

In the words of The Good Schools Guide, QM’s “very significant USP” is our 
Personal Tutoring scheme. Each girl has their own Personal Tutor with whom 
they meet weekly and who oversees not only their academic progress, but 
their overall wellbeing too. Personal tutors act as the main link between 
school and home; the Key Stage 4 tutors are led by Senior Tutor, 
Louise McAllister. The move to GCSE study brings new demands 
and expectations, and sometimes this can identify fresh challenges. 
The Progress, Achievement and Student Support (PASS) 
Department is on hand for all girls, more information 
regarding our PASS provision can be found later in 
this booklet.

• Art: Fine Art
• Art: Textile Design
• Business
• Computer Science
• Drama
• Food Preparation and Nutrition
• French

• Geography
• Higher Project Qualification
• History
• Music
• Physical Education
• Spanish

• English Language
• English Literature
• English as a Second Language: Students whose first language 
   is not English will study English as a Second Language instead 
   of English Language and English Literature.

• Mathematics
• Science (either as three separate 
   sciences or as a dual award)

Winifred Holtby House

Girls in Years IV and V, whether Day or Boarding, all benefit from age-appropriate care and privileges in Winifred 
Holtby House (affectionately known as Winnie’s). The design of the boarding houses at QM allows girls to grow in 
independence as they move through the school - Winnie’s creates exceptionally strong friendship circles, yet enables 
our older girls to influence and inspire the younger year group. 

Winnie’s is named after an Old Margaretian who was a famous journalist and author. It is situated in a scenic area of 
the campus surrounded by beautifully sculpted landscape, woodland and a scurry of squirrels, girls board with others 
in their year group. Year IV dorms have five beds, and in Year V this reduces to four beds. All girls have a study room 
opposite their dorm where they can study and keep their books. Day Girls are very much a part of the boarding 
community at QM and in Winnie’s there are specially arranged Day Girl rooms (one for each year group) as well as 
newly enhanced common areas for all girls to enjoy.

In Year V, girls have more freedom to structure their own preferred study routine outside lesson time. Winnie’s 
provides the ideal environment to get suitably prepared for GCSE examinations, and girls have the opportunity to be 
more in control of their learning - a taster of what to expect in the Sixth Form.

Home from HomeAn Educational Experience 
Second to None

Our Key Stage 4 Tutors are led by Senior Tutor, Louise McAllister.

Our Years IV and V Boarding Team is led by 
Housemistress, Clarisse Bale.



At QM we see our girls engaging enthusiastically in a range of activities – academic, sport, extracurricular and social. No 
airs and graces, no frills or make-up, just girls getting stuck in, and having fun while they do it. We encourage every girl 
to pursue her interests confidently; girls at QM are recognised for their willingness to try everything that life has to offer 
them. 

Whether they are interested in sport, music, drama, dance, debating or adventure, girls will find chances to shine 
throughout QM. Being in Year IV opens up many other enrichment opportunities, including the Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. In Year V, our girls enjoy a greater degree of flexibility with their free time and can use this to 
explore York, for example.

During their GCSE years, girls have the opportunity to develop leadership skills; roles and responsibilities available 
include Monitor positions and girls have chances to run one of QM’s many clubs, societies or events.

Our Girls Pursue 
their Passions

Confidence for the Future
In Years IV and V girls are encouraged to begin to think about their futures, and so Higher Education and Careers 
content is delivered at regular intervals. Jude Kilburn and Andrew Oxtoby, our Heads of Higher Education and 
Careers, provide two lunchtime drop-in clinics per week, as well as one-to-one meetings at any time by appointment. 
Whether it’s to discuss possible A Level courses, desirable work experience, entry requirements for a potential 
university course, apprenticeship or career path, or how to write a CV to apply for weekend work, Mrs Kilburn and Mr 
Oxtoby are available for support. Early advice can be particularly important when girls are exploring highly competitive 
career options like music, drama, medicine, dentistry or Oxford and Cambridge applications, and we routinely support 
girls aspiring to all these areas.

Girls are encouraged to apply for work experience opportunities and are given a range of assistance with this, from 
references and documentation to help with sourcing placements. If girls are undecided about the courses they want to 
pursue after GCSEs, they can be given advice and guidance around a well-balanced suite of Sixth Form courses that will 
keep their options open.

Whatever their ambitions, every girl will be provided with the support they need to achieve their goals. QM also 
benefits from the enduring engagement of the Old Margaretian network; alumnae from all walks of life continue to be 
involved in the life of the school, from hosting work experience and internships, to speaking to groups of girls about 
their careers, to supporting with interview skills and practice, and everything in between.

In Year V, girls are introduced to UCAS Hub and encouraged to think about future possibilities. All girls receive an 
appointment with a member of the Careers team to discuss their ideas.

The excellent GCSE results our girls are awarded are reflective of their commitment to learning and the support they 
receive; they provide a fantastic springboard for their future studies. After completing GCSEs, the next step of the 
QM experience is the Sixth Form, which is truly unique with a wide range of courses, independent living, and many 
enrichment and leadership opportunities. Our girls are given the inner confidence and self-worth to take on the 
challenges of tomorrow.



MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is an enjoyable and interesting experience for 
girls at QM. The school aims to foster their perseverance and 
resourcefulness in solving problems, and to develop their 
ability to think logically yet creatively, leading to an affinity with 
the subject. 

Course Overview
The Mathematics IGCSE is a three-year course at QM, which 
girls start at the beginning of Year III. In this course, girls will 
be given the opportunity to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of mathematical concepts and techniques, and 
apply them logically and creatively to solve increasingly complex 
problems. Girls will be encouraged to regularly review key 
ideas, and to make connections between various parts of the 
course.

There are two tiers of entry in the examination: 
Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9). We would 
expect almost all girls to follow the Higher tier course. The 
course is distributed over three assessment objectives; 
Number and Algebra; Shape, Space and Measures; and 
Handling Data. The course is assessed by two 2-hour 
examinations taken at the end of Year V. Calculators may 
be used for both examinations. 

Girls who are more able mathematicians will also be offered 
the opportunity to take Further Mathematics as an additional 
GCSE in Year V.
 
Assessment
Two examination papers. 

Syllabus 
Edexcel International GCSE

SCIENCE
All girls study Biology, Chemistry and Physics and there are two 
routes of study, both of which involve separate lessons in each 
of the three sciences.

Course Overview
Route A leads to the award of a separate GCSE in each of the 
three sciences. Girls with greater aptitude and ability in Science 
will follow this route which involves studying extra topics. Each 
separate science is assessed by two papers lasting one hour 
and 45 minutes each.

Route B leads to the award of two GCSEs through the AQA 
Combined Science - Trilogy course. This route is assessed 
terminally by two papers for each subject, each lasting one 
hour and 15 minutes.
 
Both routes will provide girls with sufficient background to 
follow A Level courses in any or all of the three sciences in the 
Sixth Form. The route followed will depend entirely on a girl’s 
ability in Science and will be decided early in Year IV.
 
Assessment
Two papers for each separate subject, making six examinations 
in total. 
 
Syllabus
AQA

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
By studying English Language girls will develop the ability to 
communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in both speech 
and writing. 
 
Course Overview
Girls will learn how to employ a wide-ranging vocabulary, use 
correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, and develop a 
personal style and an awareness of the audience being 
addressed. They will be encouraged to read widely, both for 
their own enjoyment and to further their awareness of the 
ways in which English can be used.
 
Girls will be assessed by two written examinations, each lasting 
one hour and 45 minutes. In the first paper they will answer 
four questions on a literary passage and produce a piece of 
writing to describe or narrate. In the second paper they will be 
tested on their comprehension of two non-fiction texts, and 
will produce a piece of writing to argue a point of view. Girls 
will also undertake a speaking and listening task, in the form of 
an individual presentation.

Assessment
Two written examinations and a separate spoken language 
assessment.

Syllabus
AQA

ENGLISH LITERATURE
This course will enable girls to read, interpret and evaluate 
texts through the study of literature in English. 

Course Overview
English Literature will help girls to develop an understanding of 
literary meaning, relevant contexts, and of the deeper themes 
or attitudes that may be expressed. They will be encouraged 
to explore wide and universal issues, which will give a better 
understanding of themselves and of the world around them.
 
Girls will be assessed by two written examinations. In the first 
paper (one hour and 45 minutes) they will answer one 
question on a Shakespeare play and one on a 19th century 
novel. In the second paper (two hours and 15 minutes) they 
will answer one question on a 20th century text, one on 
poetry from an anthology of set poems, and two questions 
on previously unseen poems. 

Assessment
Two written examinations.

Syllabus
AQA

ENGLISH AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE
This course will enable learners whose first language is not 
English to develop their ability to understand and use English 
in a range of contexts. This is an equivalent qualification to 
other GCSEs and offers an opportunity for those students for 
whom English is not their first language to gain a higher GCSE 
grade than they might when faced with the challenges of the 
literature-based English Language and English Literature GCSE 
courses. This qualification is regarded by UK universities as 
having equal value as the English Language GCSE qualification.

Course Overview
English as a Second Language builds learners’ awareness of the 
nature of language and the four language-learning skills: reading, 
writing, listening and speaking. The course focuses on practical 
communication for everyday use, which can also form the basis 
for more in-depth study. English as a Second Language also 
prepares international students looking to attend university in 
the UK. From exploring fitness and wellbeing to delving into 
our impact on the planet, the course develops transferable 
skills to complement other areas of the school curriculum.

Students will be assessed by two written examinations and one 
oral examination. The examination exercises are similar to the 
exercises found in the IELTS examination. In the first paper (2 
hours) they will complete six exercises, four reading and two 
writing assignments. The writing assignments involve the 
students writing one email and one report. In the second 
paper (50 minutes) students will complete five listening 
exercises. The final examination tests a student’s speaking 
skills and lasts 15 minutes.

Assessment
Two written examinations (one reading and writing, one 
listening) and a separate spoken language assessment.

Syllabus
Cambridge IGCSE



ART: FINE ART
GCSE Fine Art is a broad Art course that allows students to 
work in a wide range of media and in a variety of different Art 
styles. From traditional drawing and painting, alongside three-
dimensional design, printmaking, and using cutting-edge digital 
and photographic programmes; there is no limit to how a Fine 
Art student can approach their creative work. The course 
encourages students to grow by exploring new skills and 
experimenting with ideas. The work of established artists and 
designers is referenced throughout to embed student learning 
in the history of art and provide a source of inspiration.

Course Overview
The course begins with an introductory project. This is a 
condensed version of a full scale project, using observation 
through photography and drawing, artist analysis and 
responses, and media explorations, to build confidence in how 
to explore an idea. The main coursework project is based on 
a theme and students are encouraged to think individually on 
how they wish to approach this theme. Students gain more 
independence and personalisation in their approach as their 
confidence and the course develops. 

The introductory and main coursework projects form 
Component 1 and together are worth 60% of the total marks. 
Component 2 is an externally set assignment where students 
develop their work in response to a choice of themes 
provided by the exam board. Following their project 
preparation students then complete a 10-hour practical 
examination. Component 2 is worth 40% of the total marks.

There is a termly charge towards the cost of quality media 
which will be approximately £55 per term. All students are 
advised to use their camera phone or a digital camera.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Being open-minded, thinking creatively, and trying new 
techniques. You do not need to love drawing as the subject 
is much more diverse than that!

Assessment
Component 1 - Coursework projects (60%)
Component 2 - Externally set assignment project and practical 	
	          examination (40%). 

Syllabus
AQA

ART: TEXTILE DESIGN
GCSE Textile Design is a rich creative path, using textile 
materials and techniques to explore visual ideas. Traditional 
skills such as machine stitch, hand sewing and weaving are the 
foundation of this course but students are also introduced to 
a diverse range of more contemporary approaches including 
image transfer, heat press, and three-dimensional design. The 
course encourages students to grow by exploring new skills 
and experimenting with ideas. The work of established artists 
and designers is referenced throughout to embed student 
learning in the history of art and design and provide a source 
of inspiration.  

Course Overview
The course begins with an introductory coursework project. 
This is a condensed version of a full scale project, using 
observation through photography and drawing, artist 
analysis and responses, and textile media explorations, to build 
confidence in how to explore an idea. The main coursework 
project is based on a theme and students are encouraged to 
think individually on how they wish to approach this theme. 
Students gain more independence and personalisation in their 
approach as their confidence and the course develops.

The introductory and main coursework projects form 
Component 1 and together are worth 60% of the total marks. 
Component 2 is an externally set assignment where students 
develop their work in response to a choice of themes 
provided by the exam board. Following their project 
preparation students then complete a 10-hour practical 
examination. Component 2 is worth 40% of the total marks.

There is a termly charge towards the cost of quality media 
which will be approximately £55 per term. All students are 
advised to use their camera phone or a digital camera.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Thinking creatively and trying new techniques. Your interest 
will be in all the wondrous possibilities of fabric manipulation, it 
is not a fashion course! 

Assessment
Component 1 - Coursework projects (60%)
Component 2 - Externally set assignment project and practical 	
	          examination (40%). 

Syllabus 
AQA

BUSINESS
Business is a very useful and relevant GCSE which equips girls 
with transferable skills and helps prepare them for future study 
and working life.

Course Overview
Have you ever pondered why Apple charges such high prices 
for its latest iPhone? Or why ASOS only sells its clothes via 
e-commerce? Or why Primark continues to see growing sales? 

The OCR GCSE in Business gives girls the skills and 
confidence to explore different business situations and 
their impact on decision-making. Girls will develop their 
understanding of business concepts, objectives and terminology, 
and the impact of internal and external issues on business 
operations.

In the first part of the course, girls will be introduced to 
business concepts and issues concerning the activities of a 
business. They will explore the purpose and role of a business, 
from spotting an opportunity through to the growth of an 
established business. They will also look at the role of 
marketing through identifying and satisfying customer needs, 
and the importance of good human resource management for 
business decision-making.

Girls will then take a closer look at the role of operations and 
finance in business activity. Operations includes production 
processes, quality of goods and services, customer service, 
and working with suppliers. Finance covers its role in business 
activity, its sources, business costs, the importance of cash flow 
management and profitability. This part of the course will also 
explore how business responds to external influences, such as 
ethical and environmental considerations, the economic climate 
and globalisation, and the interdependent nature of businesses.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Working with numbers, the course will involve financial 
calculations. It will also involve reading information on businesses 
- many of the GCSE questions are based on data response. 
A willingness and interest in following business news will also 
help you progress in GCSE Business.

Assessment
Two examination papers. Each examination will last one hour 
and 30 minutes and carry an equal weighting of 50%. There is 
no coursework element.

Syllabus
OCR

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science is a creative subject that will engage  
learners with the modern world of computing and prepare 
them for many different routes, both in and outside the world 
of IT. Girls will learn to think innovatively, analytically, logically and 
critically through studying this subject.

Course Overview
This course will deepen girls’ understanding of how computers 
work and how they are embedded into all areas of our lives. 

Girls will study the following main topics:
•	 Computer systems, including: networks and security,  

computer architecture, ethical, legal, cultural and  
environmental impacts of digital technology

•	 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming, 
including: programming fundamentals, producing robust 
programs and programming languages, and Integrated 
Development Environments

•	 Practical programming - girls will develop their  
programming skills by creating their own programs and 
software to solve real-world problems and develop   
something entirely new and unique.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Problem solving, applying skills creatively and learning through 
exploration!

Assessment
Two written examination papers, each lasting one hour and 30 
minutes.

Syllabus  
OCR



 DRAMA
Drama is an exciting and challenging course that, through 
theatre and performance, explores the human condition. Girls 
will learn how to channel their creativity into inspirational 
pieces of performance, whilst analysing and evaluating the 
work of professional actors, directors and designers.

Course Overview
Most lessons on the Drama GCSE course are practical and 
involve working on plays and scripts or exploring themes and 
topics through the creation of devised performances. Girls will 
create performances and apply ideas and techniques that they 
have learnt during the course inspired by professional 
practitioners. Girls will also attend live theatre performances 
that will develop their artistic understanding of the theatre and 
allow them to analyse professional practice.

Drama is a subject that requires thoughtfulness, creative 
energy, an open mind and a willingness to ‘have a go’. By taking 
this course, girls will not only become prepared to study 
theatre at A Level, but will also develop their knowledge of 
drama and theatre, build self-confidence, improve 
communication and refine teamwork skills - preparation for 
life. Girls will collect a range of experiences from seeing and 
performing theatre that will remain with them forever.

Girls will undertake three assessments on this course: a group 
devised piece assessed by their teacher and moderated by the 
examination board, supported by a written portfolio (40%); a 
scripted performance assessed by a visiting examiner (20%); 
and a written examination exploring the creative elements of 
the script, DNA, and a live theatre experience (40%).

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
English Literature, performing to audiences, collaborative 
learning and analysing theatre.

Assessment
Devised performance and written portfolio (40%), scripted 
performance (20%), written examination (40%).

Syllabus
Edexcel

FOOD PREPARATION 
AND NUTRITION 
By studying the GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition, girls 
will build upon the skills acquired during Years I - III.

Course Overview
This course will enable girls to:
•	 Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills using a 

variety of techniques and equipment
•	 Explore a range of ingredients and processes from 
        different culinary traditions (British and international)
•	 Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional 

properties and chemical characteristics of ingredients
•	 Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and 

health
•	 Have an awareness of where our food comes from and 

the environmental, ethical and economic 
        influences on food availability.

The cost of any ingredients will be calculated termly and 
included on the school bill.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Cooking, researching and experimenting.

Assessment
Examination (50%), food preparation task (35%), food 
investigation task (15%).

Syllabus  
Eduqas 

FRENCH
French is a popular choice for girls in Years IV and V. The 
course aims to develop confidence in both written and spoken 
communication, as well as laying firm grammatical foundations 
for further study of this language.   

Course Overview
Not only is French the language of our closest neighbour 
geographically, it is spoken as an official language in 33 countries 
across the world as well as being one of the working languages 
of the International Olympics Committee, the United Nations 
and the European Union. 

The following topic areas are covered in the French course:
•	 Theme 1: People and Lifestyle, eg identity and                

relationships with others, healthy living and lifestyle,      
education and work.

•	 Theme 2: Popular Culture, eg free time activities, customs, 
festivals and celebrations, celebrity culture.

•	 Theme 3: Communication and the world around 
us, eg travel and tourism, media and technology, the                
environment and where people live.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Communicating your opinions and ideas on a range of topics 
in both the spoken and written form. You should also have a 
desire to develop your understanding of the vocabulary and 
grammar of the language, as well as to increase your cultural 
awareness of the countries where French is spoken.

Assessment
Four skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) are 
examined separately and carry equal weighting (25%):
•	 Listening: 45 minutes for the Higher Tier or 35 minutes 

for the Foundation Tier
•	 Speaking: 10-12 minutes for the Higher Tier or 7-9     

minutes for the Foundation Tier
•	 Reading: One hour for the Higher Tier or 45 minutes for 

the Foundation Tier
•	 Writing: One hour and 15 minutes for the Higher Tier or 

one hour and 10 minutes for the Foundation Tier.

Syllabus
AQA

GEOGRAPHY
The AQA Geography specification gives girls the
opportunity to understand more about the world, the
challenges it faces, and their place within it.

Course Overview
This course will deepen girls’ understanding of geographical
processes, illuminate the impact of change and of complex
people-environment interactions, highlight the dynamic links
and interrelationships between places and environments at
different scales, and develop their competence in using a wide
range of geographical investigative skills and approaches.
Geography enables young people to become globally and
environmentally informed and thoughtful, enquiring citizens. 
Geography is seen as an ideal link between the arts and
sciences and it provides girls with a rounded and well-balanced
education.

The course covers the following main topics:
•	 The Physical World: 
        - The Challenge of Natural Hazards - Tectonics and  
          Weather
        - The Living World - Tropical Rainforests and Hot Deserts
        - Landscapes - Coasts and Rivers
•	 The Human Environment 
        - Urban Issues and Challenges 
        - Our Changing Economic World
        - Challenge of Resources with a focus on Food
•	 Issues Evaluation and Fieldwork 
        - Girls will study rivers or coasts and an urban or rural   
        landscape. The experience of fieldwork will help them 
        to develop new geographical insights into the two 
        contrasting environments required for this qualification  
        and to apply their geographical knowledge, understanding 
        and skills to these environments. However, there is no  
        formal write-up of a fieldwork report, girls are tested on 
        their skills and understanding in a written paper. Please 
        note, there may be a nominal charge for fieldwork.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Learning about how the world around you is changing, as well 
as exploring global challenges and how they can be managed 
for a more sustainable future. Geography will provide you with 
knowledge and transferable skills that will reward you 
personally and advance you professionally.

Assessment 
Three final examination papers; two lasting 90 minutes and one 
lasting 75 minutes. 
 
Syllabus
AQA

 



HIGHER PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION (HPQ)
The Higher Project Qualification is designed to complement 
our girls’ GCSE studies. A challenging and exciting qualification, 
the HPQ is an excellent fit for self-motivated and 
independent students who enjoy ‘thinking outside the box’. 
It is worth half a GCSE and is ideal preparation for the 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) which can be taken 
in the Sixth Form and for other further studies.

Course Overview
The HPQ will develop and extend an area of study or personal 
interest beyond a girl’s main academic programme. 
Girls will work on a project chosen by them and agreed with 
staff. Past projects have involved:
•	 Investigating the impact of social media on teenagers’ 

mental health.
•	 How significant were the Stasi in maintaining control in  

East Berlin?
•	 Women in Formula 1: The Past, Present and Future
•	 Investigating the pros and cons of Bitcoin and cyber       

currency
•	 A report on the disparity between the way women and 

men have been encouraged to, or to not, study STEM 
subjects.

 
To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Working independently and be capable of planning, managing 
and organising your own learning.

Assessment 
All essential research, writing and project management 
techniques are covered within the HPQ taught skills 
programme. With lessons once per fortnight, girls will be 
responsible for planning and managing their own learning 
journey. They will then be assessed on the skills developed, the 
reflection on and monitoring of progress and the final outcome.  
To complete the HPQ girls will:
•	 Choose an area of personal interest
•	 Draft a title and aims for their project
•	 Plan, research and carry out the project, producing either a 

2000-word research report or an artefact such as a model, 
film, booklet or website with an accompanying minimum 
500 word report.

•	 Deliver a final presentation to an audience of staff and 
students

•	 Provide evidence of the stages of the project 
        development and production by completing the AQA   
        Production Log.

The HPQ is graded A*-C only (equivalent to GCSE grades 5-9). 

Syllabus
AQA

HISTORY
History is a subject valued by universities and employers 
because of the range of transferable skills it develops. 
Successful historians need to be able to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate complex and often conflicting information, 
creating a skill set which is valuable across a range of 
careers and academic subjects.

Course Overview
At QM we follow the International GCSE specification 
provided by Edexcel. It is just as rigorous as the British GCSE 
qualification, but the key characteristic of the course is the 
absence of any coursework or controlled assessment. It is also 
less content-heavy, so girls can learn about some fascinating 
events which have helped shape the modern world in more 
detail, gaining an appreciation of the superpowers whose 
competing ideologies shaped the 20th century. Girls will 
explore the two superpowers in the interwar years 1943-72, 
looking at Stalinism in Russia 1924-53 and the USA, Boom and 
Bust 1919-41. We study the breakdown in relations between 
the two superpowers at the end of the Second World War, 
exploring the Cold War 1943-72. Finally, social history is 
addressed through our study of the History of Medicine 
c1848-1948.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Investigating the causes and effects of events which have shaped 
our world. You should be inquisitive - the best 
historians love a good story but are eager to dig deeper.

Assessment
Two written examination papers lasting one hour and 30 
minutes each.

Syllabus 
Edexcel International GCSE

MUSIC
The Music GCSE course covers the three disciplines of 
composing, listening and performing. It offers a broad area of 
study in classical, popular and film music, and encourages a 
range of solo and ensemble work. Girls will be trained to use 
music technology as a compositional tool.

Course Overview
GCSE Music not only gives an excellent foundation for further 
study at A Level but also imparts a wealth of transferable and 
lifelong skills, including analytical essay writing, creativity through 
composition and confidence fostered through performance and 
ensemble projects. Students undoubtedly emerge from GCSE 
Music as more rounded and capable musicians. Taking 
instrumental and/or vocal lessons will put girls at a distinct 
advantage in preparation for the coursework and, ideally, they 
should be of Grade 3 standard by the end of Year V in order to 
access the highest grades. 

The performing and composing units are assessed by the 
teacher and moderated externally. Each of these units is worth 
30% of the overall course.

There is one written paper, worth 40%, in which girls will need 
to answer questions based on four areas of study; Musical 
Forms and Devices, Music for Ensemble, Film Music and Popular 
Music.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Listening to and learning about all genres of music but most of 
all, creating music on your chosen instrument - the GCSE Music 
course will absolutely lead you to be a better musician.

Assessment
Performing (30%), composing (30%) and one written 
examination (40%).

Syllabus
Eduqas 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The Physical Education GCSE course allows students to learn 
about a wide range of areas related to Sport and Exercise 
Science. The course explores a spectrum of topics that help 
students understand and assess sports performance and 
participation.

Course Overview
The three main topic areas of this course are:
•	 Applied Anatomy and Physiology: eg bones, muscles, 
        respiration and biomechanics
•	 Sports Psychology: eg information processing, feedback, 

aggression in sport
•	 Socio-cultural influences: eg sponsorship, drugs in sport, 

nutrition, hooliganism.

The course is assessed by two written examinations lasting one 
hour and 15 minutes each (60%), and practical performances 
in three different physical activities with written coursework 
relating to one of the three activities (40%). One practical 
performance must be in a team activity, one in an individual 
activity and a third in either a team or an individual activity. 

The written examinations are based on the following topics:

Paper 1 - The human body and movement in physical activity 
and sport. 

Paper 2 - Socio-cultural influences and wellbeing in physical 
activity and sport. 

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Sport and physical activity, and you should want to follow a 
course that develops your knowledge and understanding of the 
human body and the factors that influence it. Learning is 
undertaken in various forms, from experiments and classroom 
sessions to physical testing, meeting the needs of every type of 
learner.

Assessment
•	 Two written examinations (60%)
•	 Practical performance in three different physical activities 

and written coursework relating to one of your three 
chosen physical activities (40%).

Syllabus
AQA



SPANISH  
Like French, Spanish is a popular choice for girls in Years IV 
and V. The course aims to develop confidence in both written 
and spoken communication, as well as laying firm grammatical 
foundations for further study of this language. 

Course Overview
Spanish is the third most widely spoken language in the world. 
Not only is it spoken by over 40 million people in Spain, it is 
the language which unites 19 countries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

The following topic areas are covered in the Spanish course:
•	 Theme 1: People and Lifestyle, eg identity and               

relationships with others, healthy living and lifestyle,      
education and work.

•	 Theme 2: Popular Culture, eg free time activities,        
customs, festivals and celebrations, celebrity culture.

•	 Theme 3: Communication and the world around 
us, eg travel and tourism, media and technology, the               
environment and where people live.

To get the best out of this subject, you should enjoy...
Communicating your opinions and ideas on a range of topics 
in both the spoken and written form. You should also have a 
desire to develop your understanding of the vocabulary and 
grammar of the language, as well as to increase your cultural 
awareness of the countries where Spanish is spoken.

Assessment 
Four skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) are 
examined separately and carry equal weighting (25%):
•	 Listening: 45 minutes for the Higher Tier or 35 minutes 

for the Foundation Tier
•	 Speaking: 10-12 minutes for the Higher Tier or 7-9    

minutes for the Foundation Tier
•	 Reading: One hour for the Higher Tier or 45 minutes for 

the Foundation Tier
•	 Writing: One hour and 15 minutes for the Higher Tier or 

one hour and 10 minutes for the Foundation Tier.

Syllabus
AQA

The way that GCSEs are graded has changed. Candidates are 
awarded their qualifications on a grade scale of 9 (the highest 
grade) to 1 (the lowest). This scale is aligned to key grades on 
the former A* to G scale.

New Grading Structure Old Grading Structure
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A

6
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1
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GRADING ENGLISH AS AN 
ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
(EAL)
English as an Additional Language (EAL) lessons are for 
students whose first language is one other than English. These 
lessons can support students studying for English as a Second 
Language IGCSE.

Learners will typically be at different stages of their English 
language acquisition, but even those at the same stage of 
English language will have different backgrounds and needs. 
Some will be entirely literate in another language and might 
already have developed concepts in other subjects, such as 
Science and Mathematics through another language. Others 
will be progressing at a different rate of language acquisition. 

At QM the progress of learning differs for all girls and the EAL 
Department offers one-to-one support for all girls whose first 
language is something other than English. This might be sup-
port for the IELTS examination or classroom-based teaching. 
We also offer an English for Academic Purposes programme 
to support all girls in achieving the very best in their academic 
studies.

PROGRESS, 
ACHIEVEMENT AND 
STUDENT SUPPORT 
(PASS)
Centrally located in the heart of the school, the Progress, 
Achievement and Student Support (PASS) Department is here 
to support all girls.

For some girls, the PASS Department will simply provide a  
continuation, or an extension, of the provision they already 
receive. However, the move to GCSE study brings new  
demands and expectations and sometimes this can identify 
fresh challenges. The PASS Department doors are always open 
should a new need arise. This may be the subsequent 
identification of a specific learning difficulty, it may be practical 
support to help manage the increased workload and greater 
independence expected from GCSE study, or a girl may benefit 
from additional pastoral support for a medical or welfare need.

Support is personally tailored to the needs of each individual 
girl; for girls with specific learning difficulties, weekly individual 
support lessons with specialist teachers are provided, whilst for 
other girls, support may also be weekly lessons or the provision 
of a regular ‘drop in’ opportunity.

Where appropriate, and following the JCQ regulations, 
examination access arrangements are formally applied for from 
the examination boards, and put in place to ensure that every 
girl is able to demonstrate their true potential.  

We embrace a ‘can do’ attitude and no matter what form it 
takes, a special educational need is not a barrier to 
achievement. The Progress, Achievement and Student Support 
Department supports our girls all the way.
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